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 Iris 

As I write this, I look out onto our snow-covered 

garden.  When the sun shines, the snow thaws, 

then another snow shower comes along, and all is 

returned to white once more.  In spite of the cold 

and snow and ice, flowers, such as crocus, iris, 

saxifrage and cyclamen, are coming into flower, 

showing once again that in spite of appearing 

delicate, they are really amazingly hardy. By the 

time you are reading this, hopefully the snow will 

be but a distant memory!  

Photos taken in The Biblical Garden on 8th March 

when Davie and I popped in to see what signs of 

spring were evident. 

 

Polyanthus 

 

 Crocus 

 

Look closely to see first buds on Saxifraga  

 

Iris and in the bottom left-hand corner you can just 

see the light blue of Scilla. 
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Easter Service 

We are pleased to announce that the      

Rev. Sonia Palmer has agreed to come again 

to lead our early morning service on Easter 

Sunday, 9th April.  It will be held in The 

Garden at 6.30 a.m. There will be a cup of 

tea in the portacabin afterwards.  All are 

welcome. 

 

More fundraising good news.  The Friends 

applied to the Just Transition Green 

Participatory Budgeting Fund for money to 

replace old equipment with new, more 

environmentally friendly items. We didn’t 

have a lot of time to spread the word that 

voting was required, but Ann, our secretary, 

contacted as many people as possible, 

encouraging them to vote for us. And many 

of you must have taken part as we were 

fortunate enough to be allocated the full 

£9,000 that we applied for.  You may have 

seen the article in the P&J in January 

reporting the news.   

John Sherry, our Chairman writes: 

The Friends of the Biblical Garden (FOBG) 

wish to convey their sincere thanks to all 

Friends for their support during the online 

voting.  

I am pleased to inform you that our Bid for 
funding towards A Greener Friendly 
Environmental Community Garden has 
been successful. 
  
The FOBG aim is to provide a greener 
friendly environmental garden whilst 
upholding our ethos of promoting health 
and wellbeing with best working 
environmental practices. Purchasing new 
eco-friendlier appliances would allow us to 
improve our environmental credentials and 
create a greener space for all and work 
towards net zero emissions. 
  
Thank you to all 
  
John Sherry 
 
Grateful thanks to the tsiMoray team for 
their invaluable help and guidance during 
the Just Transition Funding process. 
 
The money has already been spent on 

new hedge trimmers, leaf blowers, lawn 

mowers etc. These are lighter than the 

existing equipment and easier to use. 

They are also battery operated rather 

than using petrol thus quieter and less 

polluting to the environment. 

If you no longer wish to receive newsletters please 

contact us and we will remove your details from our 

contact list. 

m.jsharp@btopenworld.com 

daviesharp@btopenworld.com 

01343 843111 

mailto:m.jsharp@btopenworld.com
mailto:daviesharp@btopenworld.com
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Advance notice – weeding evenings 

Please put Tuesday 13 June in your diaries 

for the start of weeding evenings.  They will 

continue every Tuesday through July until 

the end of August. 

Our weeding evenings, for those of you who 

are new Friends, are when those who can, 

turn up at The Garden and help out with 

tasks such as weeding, grass cutting, dead 

heading etc., to keep everything ticking over 

while the Horticulture students are on 

holiday.  No previous experience is required 

and equipment will be supplied.  We start at 

6 p.m. and work away until 8 p.m. when we 

finish with a cup of tea.  You do not need to 

commit to every week or for a whole 

evening, just come and go as it suits you.  

The evenings turn into a happy social 

occasion and you are even welcome just to 

come and chat without doing any work! 

Horticultural News  

by Jules Govier, UHI Moray(Moray College) 

lecturer 

Seed sowing has begun at the Biblical 

Garden and propagation of plants is well on 

its way. The students of UHI Moray are 

working on a new project to replace an 

existing border near the Well. The border is 

overgrown with Couch grass (Elymus 

repens) and it was decided that the best 

way to tackle the problem was to 

rejuvenate the border. Work started in 

autumn and the plants were dug out of the 

bed. The plant roots were full of Couch 

rhizomes, (underground stems), making it 

very difficult to save the original plants. 

Instead, the students took cuttings from the 

old plants to create clean new ones to use 

in the border.  The area will be planted up in 

late spring, with some of our favourite 

herbaceous perennials such as Anemone x 

hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’ and Salvia 

nemorosa ‘Caradonna’. We plan to fill in 

with a selection of annuals such as Verbena 

bonariensis, Nicotiana, Cosmos and 

Verbascum.  

Back in November 

and December the 

students were 

busy designing the 

new central 

borders and 

rainbow display 

and we are 

looking forward to 

sharing this with 

you at the start of 

June when we 

plant out the 

displays. We will take delivery of over four 

thousand plug plants this month and these 

will be grown on to be used in the displays. 

It is an exciting time of year when the plant 

nursery comes to life with the hustle bustle 

of activity.  

Remember to pay a visit to the Biblical 

Gardens at the start of May when the spring 

display should be in full bloom. This year the 

beds are planted with Myosotis and a 

thousand Tulipa bulbs. Should be a glorious 

sight to see!  
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Student Volunteering 
 
Once again the Level 6 students have decided 
to fulfil the volunteering part of their course 
by working on tasks in The Garden. Their 
first task will be to complete the painting of 
the railings at the entrance to The Garden. 
This was started by previous Level 6 students 
but was not finished due to Covid 
interruptions.  We are very grateful for all the 
help given by the students. 
 

 
 
No leaves on the trees so we have a different 

view of the rose arbour.  Talking of no leaves 

on the trees….. 

Did you know? 

In Newsletter 17 (November 2020) we referred 

to the fact that the central paved area between 

the long central beds and leading up to the 

rainbow bed is laid out in the shape of a Celtic 

cross, a feature that is often overlooked. We 

mentioned that the shape can easily be seen if 

you climb the tower at Elgin Cathedral, 

especially in winter when there are no leaves 

on the trees to obstruct the view.  Well now, 

through the wonders of technology, we can 

show you photos taken by a drone.  The first 

photo shows an overview of The Garden and its 

position relative to the Cathedral.  The second 

photo shows the Celtic cross design in more 

detail.  The rose arbour is easy to see. Can you 

locate the rock garden, picnic area (benches 

removed for the winter), oriental garden, 

Mount Sinai, the well and the sower of seeds? 

 

 

Grateful thanks to Adam Govier for these photos.
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Davie’s Column - Some stories about the Iris! 

Maggie and I had a wander around The Garden the other day to take a few photos of plants pushing 

through the snow for the Easter edition of the Newsletter and I in the hope of finding or getting the inkling 

for this column. What I did come across was a reticulate iris in flower with a liberal amount of snow 

crystals sprinkled over it that looked photogenic so the camera shutter button was depressed. It wasn’t 

until I had downloaded the picture and thought ‘its nae bad’, but it could be better!? that the thought 

processes started  -   I could perhaps use the iris as the topic of this piece!? 

I will make a start away back in pre-Christian history, before I was in short trousers. According to Greek 

mythology, when the gods wanted to communicate with mortals on earth, they sent a messenger. The 

messenger was a goddess who, with golden wings, traveled to earth on a rainbow. Legend has it that 

wherever this goddess set foot on earth, colorful flowers sprung up. The goddess in question was Iris, and 

the flowers that were said to grow where she set foot bear her name. 

Despite the fallacious nature of the above, the fact is, in the Greek language, the word “iris” means 

rainbow. And, indeed, the flower bearing iris as a name can be found in nearly every color of the rainbow. 

The genus Iris is a member of the Iridaceae family and contains nearly 300 species. Most species of iris 

(also is its common name) are perennial plants growing mainly on creeping rhizomes and producing showy 

flowers. Additionally, there are numerous inter-specific iris hybrids which adds to the complexity of iris 

taxonomy. 

The use of iris as a garden plant dates to 1469 B.C. and King Thutmose III of Egypt. Apparently, the king was 

an avid gardener and coveted plants the way many at the time coveted gold. When Egypt conquered Syria, 

the king found irises growing in abundance and introduced them to his gardens. Iris soon became very 

popular and was regarded by Egyptians to symbolize both the essence and renewal of life. The three petals 

of the flower were thought to stand for faith, wisdom, and valour. Its rhizomes were used for medicinal 

purposes and for the manufacture of perfumes and incense used in religious ceremonies. 

The various myths and legends, partly based on historical facts, associated the iris with the French 

monarchy. The iris figured in Louis VII’s unsuccessful crusade in 1147 when he adopted the purple iris as 

his emblem because of a dream. From this association arose the name fleur-de-Louis, which developed 

into fleur-de-luce and then fleur-de-lis. Appearing on the French flag, the parts of the flower; fleur-de-lis 

or, ‘flower of the lily’ represented faith, wisdom, and valour. In another legend explaining the adoption of 

the iris as a national symbol, Clovis I, the first Christian king of France, in a battle 496AD found himself 

trapped between a lake or river and the opposing enemy. Praying to escape safely he saw in the distance 

yellow flag irises growing in the water. He realized that the water must not be too deep if the irises grew 

there, and he led his army safely across. Clovis declared the yellow iris, probably I. pseudacorus, as the 

symbol of his army’s salvation and replaced the toads on his banner with the tripartite flower. Apparently 

in another version of Clovis’s legend, the purple iris was his salvation. The iris is also known as the fleur-de-

luce or, ‘flower of light’ said to be brought from heaven for Clovis. 

Iris has a very wide distribution, and many can be traced back to Syria, Iran or one could say the holy lands 

or Bible lands. Maggie and I grow quite a large range of irises from miniature forms at around 20cm tall to 

the large, bearded iris c 100 cm high with a colour range from very pale almost white I. reticulata to an 

almost black or very dark purple of I. chrysograph most of which have been grown from seed, a slow process 

taking four or five years to attain flowering size, and in our Alpine House there are two pots of four year old plants 

from seed sent to us by a Czech friend accompanied with a note stating iris sp (abbreviation for species) from seed 

collected at St Simeon, Syria. What the resulting flowers will be, well time will tell, aye as long as I look after them!?  
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